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with the Powers, had for its real motive the sowing of mischief between England and her Allies. The French suggestion of a congress was in form plausible and diplomatically " correct." The troubles caused by .an earlier congress might be healed by a later. The Prusso-Danish complications arising out of the duchies were really rooted in the Vienna settlements in 1815. The disturbance of these had begun when the principle of nationality was recognised by the separation of Belgium from Holland in 1830. Surely, therefore, it would be only reasonable now for Europe, in the collective capacity as Louis Napoleon proposed, to revise the Vienna arrangements by the light of what had happened since, and in accordance with the new ideas of nationality. With that latter consideration Palmerston had no more sympathy than had Metternich himself. " When," said to me some years ago the late Lord Kimberley, apropos of his Copenhagen mission in 1863, " I was set to work, our own Foreign Office, like others, underrated the political force of that national sentiment which inspired the claim of Prussia to the duchies, and which, it was already becoming plain, would increase in momentum till Berlin became the capital of a united Germany." The collision between Danish and Prussian interest in the duchies had been going on since 1845. ^n *ts earlier stages, the Prince Consort's preference for Prussian over the Danish claims had caused more than one sharp difference between himself and Palmerston ; these differences had also elicited from the queen a reprimand which preceded by a year Palmerston's dismissal of 1851. The vehemence of Palmerston's language afterwards, suggests that the memories of the dispute were still dangerously fresh.
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